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most moderate abilities maybe much 
assTstetl by it ; anil ihs most stuj>tii- 
dous powers o/ inlellecl can never 
produce their full effect, if it be ne- 
glected. Grammar is in fact a ma- 
terial part of the sciences of logic 
aa(] rhetoric; and he who ij ignorant 
ofitmust necessarily think incoherent- 
ly, and speak and write incorrectly. 

The study of language may be 
thought dry and uninviting; but 
unless it could be shewn that we 
speak by instinct, and not by the 
etforts ot reason, it must be clear, that 
the best, manner of speaking and 
writing will never be acquired willi- 
out a considerable portion of labour. 
Those authors who have been most 
adinired for the beauty of their w Til- 
ings, were men who considered 
words and sentences, as deserving 
(if the most unintermitted attention. 
^'aluable as was their matter, they 
had not the foolish vanity of sup- 
p.isiiig that it needed not the advan- 
t:i^e of tiic inosl elegant langtrage 
their ait could bestow on it. \yhat- 
ever there is in their manner that is 
admirable; their strength of expres- 
sion; their exquisite polish of style; 
their happy choice, and beautiful 
arrangement of words and phrases ; 
and above ail, their inimitable ease, 
and charming flow of language, can 
only be the result of close and long- 
continued labour. Thfsse divine po- 
ems, and those strains of more than 
mortal e!o([uente, which seem to 
burst, as if by inspiration, from the 
overtlowing soul, have all been e- 
laborated with the utmost care and 
ailention. ' lloraee, \'iri>,il, Addi- 
son, and many other fine writcri?, 
ivere never satisfied ivitli vshat they 
bad written, and doalh alou-e could 
stop them fiom making dady alteia- 
litins, not so much in the sense, as 
in the construction, of wliat had al- 
ready astonished the world by its 
),tauty. 

Perhap* sui apology is due for 



employing so mucii time on this sub- 
ject ; as it must be confessed, that 
the ignorant and prejudiced are most 
in the habit of despising, or affect- 
ing to despise this science. To those 
who are capable of forming a right 
judgment on the subject, it must be 
obvious, that the study of grammar 
is of great importance; that an au- 
thor can never dispense with it; 
and that he who shows by the care- 
lessness and incorrectness of his style, 
that he considers it beneath him. 
must have great reliance oi^ the va- 
lue of his matter, if he expects atten- 
tion to what he delivers. 

E. C. 

To the Editor of the Belfast ^I(f^'az:ni 

sin, 

HAVING observed in your num- 
ber for January, ceriain i)h;-cr- 
vatJons on the princip'es of the tiv<- 
byferian church, and on th<' sup- 
posed inconsistency of I'reshy- 
terian ministers, accepting of the 
late augmentation of Kegiuni Do- 
num ; I feel it necessar3',as a friend 
to the Presbyterian interest, to troe- 
bJe you with a letter on that sub- 
ject. A respectable body has been 
attacked ; it is but just to hear -.vhaJ 
mav be said in its defence, and if 
it shall appear, that it has been 
foully calumniated, I know wliat it 
becomes the friends of virtue to 
think of those writers, who have en- 
deavoured to cast a slur on the Pres- 
byterian church, as existing in this 
country, and to bring ii.s ministcis 
into discredit v\ith the people com- 
mitted to their care. Such subjects 
should not be lightly undertaken : 
yet the writers in your Magazine es- 
pecially R. have made the severest 
remarks without a due acquaintance 
with the principles or discipline of 
our church. 

The writer of the retrospect con- 
siders the au<'mentatioii of il.D. " as 
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an im|)roper addkion to the burdens 
of the people. That patriot must 
be truly coiisiilerate for the people, 
who complains that thirteen or four- 
teen thousand pounds are given 
from the public purse, to a respec- 
tal.deand deseryiiiif body in society. 
When it is considered, how richly 
the established church of this coun- 
try is endowed, at the expen.se of aJI 
denominations, it is natural for Pres- 
byterians and those of other sectt, 
to desire some remuneration in 
return for those heavy coniributions, 
Tlie e ndowment of the co ! lege of May- 
nooth, and the R.D. granted to presby- 
terian ministers, and also to lho.se ofthe 
Seceding persuasion are a small re- 
muneration for tlielr contributions to 
the established church, so far there- 
tore from its being proper locon.<ider 
the grants as an improper addition to 
the burdens of (he people, other de- 
nominations might jnstlv consider the 
church establishment more oppres- 
sive than it is ; did the bounty of 
government not, in some degree, ex- 
tend to them. 

The author of the retrospect adds, 
" To the lovers of freedom, the 
measure is highly objectionable, 
as increasing the overgrown influ- 
ence and patronage of the crown." 
Were the R. D. gianted to each rni- 
niiiter for a term depending on the 
pleasure of the crown, it is admitted, 
that "to the lovtfrs of freedom, the 
measure would be highly objection- 
able." For in this case, ministers 
would be very improperly under the 
jiifliience lA' the administration. — 
But according to the plan on which 
the R. D. is given, '' the bounty 
once granted is, in no case, to be 
withdrawn from any minister, du- 
rinjr his continuance in the charge 
of that paitictdar congregation, so 
long a.s it .shall plea.se his Majesty, 
to continue his bounty to the body 
at large. " Of coursej it cannot be 
conceived, how ministers can be im- 
properly ialluenced by government ; 



t\-hile io actual po.s.^ession of R. D. 
roini.sters cannot be tempted to a- 
bandon their patriotism, from any 
dread of losing it. iSW even a- 
rnong candidates for the ministry 
can wc suppose the terms of thu 
grant to be productive of dangerous 
eifect.s. 'Ti.'i true, his excellency, 
the Lord Lieutenant has a vote on 
the grant of bounty to eacVl irrinis- 
ter, at first : but tiiis is merely w'iih 
a view of guarding against " the 
disgrace and evil that would attend the 
appointing of a disloyal minister." 
JS'or can we conceive it to have any 
more extensive influence. For the 
choice of a minister always rests 
complelely with the people ; and of 
ciurse, no minister can be induct- 
ed into a congregation, whose prin- 
ciples they dislike. As to the veto, 
considered as a guard against dis- 
loyalty, it is undoubtedly reasonable, 
that those to whom his majesty 
grants bounty should be loyal sub- 
jects : IS'or do I see in the requisi- 
tion of government for each minis- 
ter to take the oath of allegiance, 
any thing that even the most con- 
scientious ministers should repro- 
bate. The primitive teachers of 
Christianity were eijoined to be in 
subjection to the ruling powers; and 
if 1 understand the ministerial office 
and character aright, the public 
teachi-rs of religion, are not, except 
perhaps, in some very extraordina- 
ry cases, to iiilerlere actively in ci- 
vil matters. They have peculiar 
duties to discbarge, the faithful per- 
formance of which will not permit 
them to actively interfere in the 
bustle of the political world. I do 
not say, that niinistcrs should, in 
every cese testify passive obedience 
and non-resistance — but 1 do say, 
that that attachment to govern- 
ment, which the receipt of bounty 
supposes, is not eversive of true ci- 
vil liberty. Ministers will under- 
stand that the support of all men 
and of ail measures, is not true loy- 
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alty ; and that the spirit of the oath 
of allegiance on the contrary, requi- 
res, that they should support the 
liberties of their country, in op- 
position to all, who, by corrupt 
measures, would destroy the native 
influence of our excellent constitu- 
tion, and consequently tarnish the 
lustre of the British crown. 

With respect to the comparative 
degrees of patriotism existing among 
the dissenting priesthood in 1782, 
and in the period since the augmen- 
tation, I am at a loss for want of 
something more explicit, to under- 
gtand the exact meaning of the wri- 
ter of the retrospect. I fear that he 
and I differ very much in our ideas 
of patriotism, f conceive, that true 
and rational loyalty is, by no means 
inconsistent with patriotism. And 
I am not aware that since the year 
1803, 'when the R. D. was augment- 
ed, the presbyterian ministers have, 
by any public act' forfeited their 
pretentions to true patriotism. Nor 
do I believe that ariy change of po- 
litical character, to the injury of 
patriotic principles, has appeared 
m the body at large, since ihat pe- 
riod. The author of the retrospect 
has brought a charge in gem^ral 
terms, against the body of Presby- 
terian ministers. I now call updn 
him for the particular facts, on which 
he founds his charge. He has pru- 
dently declined considering the aug- 
mentation of R. D. as atl'ecting Pres- 
byterian principles : but that sub- 
ject is taken up by your correspon- 
dent R. with what propriety or 
success, we shall see presently; 

Ri begins in a very high and lof- 
ty tone, by affirming, that no con- 
sistent Presbyterian would have 
asked the question, put by Simplex, 
which implies, that no condition 
in the late grants of R. D. encroach- 
es on the discipline, or rights of 
the presbyterian church ; for, adds 
he, '' no one can seriously contend 



that it is agreeable to presbyterian 
principles." Now, sir, I am one, 
who, in opposition to such dogma- 
tical assertions, will contend that the 
conditions of the late grant of R. D. 
are agreeable to presbyterian prin- 
ciples : and that parity of rank 
amongst the pastors, and an un- 
biassed choice of their pastors or 
ministers by the people," are not 
" some of the essentials of a pres- 
byterian church." In the kirk of 
Scotland, which is strictly a presby- 
terian church, the rainisttrs are not 
chosen by the people. And it may 
be proper to inform R. that the 
great principle of distinction be- 
tween thepresbyteriansand episcopa- 
liatis, is, that the former in opposition 
to the latter, maintain, that the 
church should be govferned by pres- 
byteries; synods and (as in the kirk 
of Scotland,) by general assemblies. 
If parity of rank were essential to a 
presbyterian church, there never 
could have been a presbyterian 
church at all. For as congregations 
differ widely from one another in 
size and opulence, the stipend given 
to ministbra must, of course, be lar- 
ger in some congregations than o- 
thers : — and even in private pro- 
perty ; some ministers are greatly 
richer than others, So that in this 
kind of rank, there must ever be a 
disparity in the presbyterian church. 
But there must al.so, of necessity, 
be a disparity of rank in respect of 
hitellectual acquirements, ability in 
the discharge of ministerial duties, 
and general •j:onsequente in socie- 
ty. For one minister has natural- 
ly better powers than another, or 
has enjoyed the advantages of a 
better education. But I will even 
go farther, and say, that even at 
Presbyterian and synodical meet- 
ings, there' must unavoidably be 
some disparity among ministers — 
For although it is necessary that 
they should possess equal ecclesii-- 
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astical prinligcs Bii)d aH.^O(ity, yet 
one man, Rjen^Iy from possessing 
superior powerif of un<ter$taii)(liag 
or of elocution, will bajre ftreRter 
i)ifl«ence than *.nptW»"- T/ie dis- 
paiity of rank ppo^ijced by clpissi- 
^CRtion therefore, is not jitcoii^sistent 
\f}ih Presbyterian pr4opipl.es : be- 
cause a simiipr disparity fliust ne- 
cessarily exist in every statp of 
the church. I ^o nqjt pretend to 
say that the pysteip of cjajssificatiori 
i,"i a good one; I originally t^oug^t 
and do still ijiink .that tb^ equali- 
sing system would ;have .been bet- 
ter j hnt for very (I ififeren); »!ea»ons 
from those assigned by R. ^nd 
which it is nut necessary for 'ijie 
at j)resent to enumerate. JPy tjie 
bye,' it may ubt be amiss \<f inforrn 
E. that he is incorrect in hi? ac- 
count of the classipcation. The 
bounty is eiven nort in two por- 
tions of ^£ID6, aud t^iq, ?s ^e 
stales, but in three : and si}(ty-t\vo 
ministers; receive 4^100, per aanuoi, 
62, 75/. and 62, 50i. ' ' 

Further, I contend, that ininis- 
ters becoming more ind*'pe.»dei<t of 
their people •than fornjerly is no^ 
at variance either vi'itt) the principles 
jtbey profess, or the constitijitipo of 
the church. Pirst, h.oyeyer. I must 
observe, that this 'greater iiulepen- 
dence," which sotne have s^ migh- 
tily insistedupoB, ?s prejudicial to the 
presbyteriari int|^e$t, i* reaUy mMch 
misrepi-esented. Ifi? well: known 
that moijey has gi'eatly diminished 
in value', withia the l^st 5Q p\ (iu 
years: insomuch that the augnien- 
tation of bounty has d'>ue (ittle 
inore than obviate the eifect of that 
diminutiob. ' And4fii) auiy co.ngre- 
gation a dry ariise {thtiugh I do npt. 
believe there did») that there was 
now no occasion to inc/epsp the 
stipend, but rather a propriety \f\ 
dimmishing vt, in cpps.e.j]iience of 
the : augmentation of 'bounty, the 
jpeoplp must bi\T$l^ea ojost st;oss- 



. ly and absurdly jgnqoj^ t^f the 
i;anji whit^ it is right th| «|ergy 
fhp.^1^ hold in society, as well as of 
the neces-sities of the times. ]Every 
pecensary of life has increased in 
price perhaps a third pr more, ip 
the la^t 50 y;ears— and eve.it in the 
jijalttr oif education alone, how ek» 
trerhely espensivfe 5s it to qualify a 
yo^ng man for any of the jeartied 
professions, »io\y, compare, d wjUi 
what it xvas, 15 pr QQ r^pfis ago ! 
A n>inister even of the j|i"3|. clasf, 
Ayith ^11 that can ,bo reasonably ex- 
pec^d from his congregation, tVjUl 
find it a sttQiciently difficiUt xpat^x 
to educate a family of five or six 
.childrjjn in a liberal manner, es^ci-. 
ally if any are designed for the 
learned professions, unless Kp li.as 
soimelhing else to d.epend op thaa 
. his sti|}ei!d and bounty- It mujt 
appear therefore, that mi.ni,s}ers are 
not so independent of tbieir pfeopl» 
nowf, any more than formerly, whea 
the R. D. 5|yas oijly 32/. per annum, 
as to .undervalue their contribution^, 
or ,to think of relaxing their exej-- 
tioof in the discharge of their duty, 
|)ecau$e they no longer reqiiire thjeir 
K.upptm.' 

When R. is informed that in dje 
Scottish church the mipisiers are not 
paid by the people, and that, except 
in ihip jW/i^'.Fhurch, the peoplts do 
not (pven choose th^ir own pastors, 
he wjll find, he has " totally mista- 
ken the nature, and misap,-."rehen(Jed 
the spirit of Presbyterianism-" 'I'he 
nifnie of choosing and paying raiiii- 
siter.s, foriiis no necessary part of 
Preshy Ui-ianisn>. At the same tijiie, 
I consider our plan a better one 
than that of the Scottish establishT 
ntent. And notwithstanding the e^a 
ception made by some Very »ijij;*i;« 
nien toR. D. Jn any lorjij, so.ii^r 
fropi Cfjuiidering it an evil, 'f aiii.ia- 
c^ljned to think it has ^Wfiy^.Jieiijd^d 
to jipjmftie" the i'resbyteriau iijtere^. 
Ill so far as it lias coSJl'r^tejJ to raise 
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our ininnsters from among the low- 
est of tRe people, it has had a good 
*flcct, aM at prtJw-nt it affoids a 
tolerable ptuviSion, not subject to 
the itrcgalarfty 61' uncertainty of 
congrel'atiirtiil collections, ibr stich 
nriniJrters sfe filotB age or infirtnilv, 
are onder tfre nttes»ity of having as- 
sistants. 

As to the evil which R. forbodes, 
th&t the people " *ill slacken still 
ihore in their contributions, until 
the gdverntnent stipend and their 
ovvn, shall bear nomainner of 
proportion to each otlier." I am 
confident, he will be complete- 
ly mistaken. " Slacken still more" — 
more than what? , I presume he 
rtieans more than they have done al- 
ready. But I do hot believe, thnt 
any coiigregatiort has yet diminislied 
its stipend. On the contrary, I 
Incw several that, on the settlement 
of a ne<v miuisier, have increased 
their stipend, since the augmenta- 
tion. If'R, kncws any congiegation 
that has lowered its stipend, he vvjjl 
do%\tll to mention it — but 1 trust 
that congregations are too well aware 
of the necessities of the times to 
think of withdrawing any part of 
their former support. Should any 
niean-spiriud societies a<lopt this 
system, it is plain, that they thum- 
Sflves will also sufter— ^for a.maii of 
talents will startely think of "prtfor- 
ring a small settlement to one that 
proposes to give hnn a bitter and 
more suitable support. 

R. is incorrect again, in stating 
that " under these circumstynces, 
sliould any disagreement arise, l;e- 
tivecn a coni! rogation and their pas- 
tor, the latter may retire on his sine- 
cure; while the former, long unac- 
customed to make due jirovision lor 
their spiritual instruciion, may feel 
both careless and incapable of pro- 
curing another, and thus, in a chris- 
tian country, be deprived, for a 
time, of the pit aching of the gos- 



pel " Whet) writers, instead of fol- 
lowinff ^iiTiple trtith, amuse thein- 
selye.s with phantoms of their own 
imaginations, there is no end to their 
absurdities. R. shofjld have knuwn, 
before he exposed himself so gross- 
ly, by writing the above passage, 
that it is not in the power of a mini- 
ster to tetirc from the charge of a 
congregation, and procure an assis- 
tant, when he pleases. That matter 
rests with his presbytery, who will 
not suffer him to enjoy a sinecure, 
unless through age or infirmity, he 
be incapable pi fullv dischafging 
the duties of his office. When tjijs 
appears, an assistant and successor 
is sought for by the cpngregation-^ 
till whose appointment, should their 
minister be unable to preach, the 
presbytery supply the congregation. 
There is no instance, such as II. 
speaks of, of a congregation being 
deprived, for a time, of the preach- 
ing of the gospel. The discipline of 
the church makes every necessary 
provi.<!ion for the instruction of the 
people. 

To R.'s last paragraph, in which 
indeed there is nothing but assertiuu 
and supposition it is uuiiecessary to 
make any repiV) as it appears to be a 
sort of deduction from hisformerincor- 
rect statements. 1 shall therefore take 
leave of htm, and of the writer of 
the Retrospect, by tequesting, when 
they write again on tliis subject, they 
will treat Presbyterian ministers 
with a little more justice and can- 
dour; and that tliey will not, by 
mis-statements and uvvarrantable 
insinuations, ende.tvour to make our 
people entertain an unfavourable o- 
pinion of their ministers' principles 
and conduct. Let truth b« told re- 
specting them, and let them, then, be 
left to the impartial judgment of the 
world. 

I am. Sir, yours, &c. 

A PIlESBYTEKlAN. 

P.S, As aa idea appears to have 
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tiiken possession of the miiulsof^jorae 
imperfectly acquainted with the 
subject that the principles aiid dis- 
cipline of the Presbyterian chuvoh, 
as well as the patronising of its mi- 
nisters, arc essentially aSected by 
their dependaiice on the cro-.vn ; it 
may be proper to say a few words 
respecting the settlement and con- 
duct of tlie Presbyterians in Ulster. 
In the reigu of James 1., the Irish 
parliament gave an invitation to the 
Scots to settle in Ireland, for the 
purpose of promoting the reformed 
religion, assd supporting the Eng- 
Ji>h interest. " 'fhe first Fiesbyte- 
rian ministers came over with this 
colony, under the sanction of govern- 
ment, not as Dissenters from the es- 
tablished church, but rather as com- 
prcnended \n it; being so far encou- 
raged and supporteil by the state, 
that all of them were inducted into 
the churches, and had the tithes. 
And Kchlin, bishop of Down, and 
Kuox of Raphoe, joined with their 
picsbyteries in tiieir oidinations. — 
'I'hcy frequently met and consulted 
with the bishops about aftairs of com- 
mon concernment to the interest of 
religion. Some of them were mem- 
bers of the convocation in the year 
\iyi\. The mutual moderation of 
the Episcopals and Presbyterians in 
Ireland, at that time, was of essen- 
tial service to the settlement and 
plantatiork of Ulster*." It would 
seem from this, that the Presbyte- 
rians did not consider their princi- 
ples or discipline injured or destroy- 
ed, by their ministers receiving sup- 
pert from the crown, even at a time 
when zeal for truth and principle 
was much greater than it is at pre- 
sent. Jt may also be observed, that 
the arguments respecting freedoca 
and patriotism, on which the writer 
of the Retrospect insisrs, vvill bear 
with equal or greater fjirce against 
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the Presbyterians of those early 
times, as those of the present day. 
There was then greater hazard of 
their losing their livings, from the dis- 
turbed and fluctuating state of public 
atfaiis — and, of course, it might 
have been expecteil, they would 
have been more slavishly devoted t) 
the ciril power; but nothin.; of 
this appears. "The patriotism of 
Presbyterians was such, that the 
parliament particularly sets forth 
iheir nsefulness, in farther eivitiainj;, 
strengthening, and securing tiii-i 
realm agaiirst rebels at home, and 
all foreign invasion." The lVe.*by- 
terians have always been distiiigiiish- 
ed for that loyalty, which is dictated 
by a regard fur the coiistitution, and 
a love of countiy. They oppjsed 
the violent measures of government 
under Charles, though thuy consent- 
ed not to his deatli. 'J'hey resisted 
the authority of the liii;np parlia- 
ment, and refused the oath caiicdtho 
en^ai^eincnt, which stood in opposi-, 
tLon to the constitution. Tliey af- 
teVwaids opposed the uiurpaiion of 
Cromwell, though at the risli of for- 
feiriiig the salary which they theiv 
had from government. 1 contend, 
thereiine, that if support fnjai go- 
vernment, even ii! the form of clas- 
sitication, (for we can.'iot suppose 
that the salaries resulting- from the 
titjies were all tqual,) were not in- 
consistent with tLie ancient princi- 
ples and privileges of thi Presby- 
terian church, nor yet hostile to 
the loyalty, to the pulnotcsm of 
Presbyterian ministers, we liav.e no 
reason to be alarmed for the safety 
of the Fiesbyterian inierest, fro.ii 
the grant of U..D. made in mocleru 
times. 

For the Bdfusc i\lo:ii/di/ Magazine 

(!l.\MBLli, CoN'riXUKU.) 

FiOia vol- a, j):t^<: 2'J, 
'TpHESJJ persons were young men, 
tlresssj] quite a-,.'.'i--v<->;/c; they 



